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PURGATORY  IN  THE  LIGHT  OF  REASON 


Catholics  believe  that  besides  a  place  of  eternal 
punishment  for  the  very  wicked  and  a  place  of  im¬ 
mediate  reward  for  the  very  good,  there  is  also  a  place 
of  temporaiw  punishment  for  those  who  can  not  be 
classed  with  either  of  these  extremes, — and  they  call 
this  intermediate  place  Purgatory.  Moreover,  the 
Catholic  Church  teaches  that  the  dead  in  Purgatory 
can  be  assisted  by  the  prayers  and  good  works  of  the 
faithful  on  earth. 

This  belief  so  harmonizes  with  justice,  is  so  con¬ 
formable  with  reason,  so  consoling  to  the  human  heart, 
and  withal  so  scriptural,  that  we  wonder  how  anyone 
can  call  the  same  in  question.  ‘'Scriptural?^’  the 
Bible-Protestant  will  say,  ‘Vhy  Purgatory  is  not  even 
mentioned  in  the  Bible.’’  It  is  true  that  the  WORT) 
/  ‘‘Purgatory”  is  not  used  in  the  Bible,  but  the  place 
/  which  we  call  Purgatory  is  frequently  alluded  to. 
'  There  are  many  other  points  of  Christian  belief  which 
are  known  by  a  name  that  cannot  be  found  in  the 
Bible.  The  name  does  not  make  the  place  nor  the 
truth  of  faith  ;  the  place  or  truth  exists  first  and  then 
is  given  a  name.  You  speak  of  the  “Trinity,”  of  the 
“Incarnation,”  of  the  “Communion  of  Saints,”  yet 
these  words  were  invented  by  theologians  as  names 
for  the  truths  accepted.  Even  the  word  “Bible”  was 
coined  long  after  the  inspired  writers  were  laid  to  rest. 

1.  Only  look  closely  at  a  few  passages  of  the 
Bible  and  von  will  confess  that  Catholic  belief  in  Pur- 
gatory  is  well-founded.  In  tlie  first  place  you  will  be 
astonished  at  the  frequency  of  God’s  declared  promise 
to  rcAvard  or  punish  ACCORDING  TO  ONE’S 
WORKS.  Therefore  some  will  be  punished  longer  and 
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more  severely  than  others  ;  and  how  will  this  be  if  there 
be  no  punishment  but  hell  ? 

We  are  reminded  in  Matt.  XT  I,  36,  that  we  shall 
have  to  render  an  account  to  God  for  trivial  faults, 
for  an  idle  word;  therefore,  trivial  faults  must  defile 
the  soul.  And  in  Revel.  XXI,  27,  we  are  told  that 
nothing  defiled  can  enter  Heaven.  Xow'  if  there  be  no 
alternatives  but  Heaven  and  Hell,  wdiat  wall  become  of 
the  best  of  us,  since  ^^the  just  man  falls?’’ 

Again,  in  Matt.  XIT,  32,  w^e  read*  ^AAhosoever 
speaketh  a  wmrd  against  the  Son  of  man,  it  shall  be 
forgiven  him ;  but  w^hosoever  speaketh  against  the  Holy 
Ghost,  it  shall  not  be  forgiven  him.  neither  in  this 
wmrld  XOR  IX  THE  WORLD  TO  COME.”  Would 
not  this  seem  to  imply  that  SOME  sins  may  be  re¬ 
moved  in  the  world  to  come?  But  wdiere?  Surelv, 
not  in  Heaven,  for  ^‘into  it  there  shall  enter  nothing 
defiled ;”  and  just  as  surely  not  in  Hell,  for  “their  fire 
shall  not  be  quenched.”  Mark  IX,  45. 

St.  Paul,  speaking  of  the  works  of  men  and  their 
consenuences  in  the  other  world,  savs:  “If  anv  man’s 
w'oi'k  abide,  he  shall  receive  a  rewaird.  If  anv  man’s 

/  c/ 

wT>rk  burn,  he  shall  suffer  loss;  but  he  himself  shall 
be  saved,  YET  SO  AS  BY  FIRE.”  1  Cor.  14,  15. 
From  the  earliest  ages  these  words  were  referred  to 
Purgatorv  and  the  General  Council  of  Florence  stated 
that  thev  are  to  be  so  understood. 

t. 

St.  Matthew”,  Y.  26,  speaks  of  a  prison  house  in 
the  other  w”orld  from  wdiich  there  is  no  exit  until  the 
last  farthing  will  have  been  paid;  Heaven  is  not  a 
prison  house,  and  no  last  farthing  can  be  paid  in  Hell ; 
therefore  Matthew  must  refer  to  another  place.  Call  it 
wdiat  you  please;  Catliolics  call  it  Purgatory. 

2.  Then  the  almost  universal  custom  of  praying 
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for  the  dead  is  an  unanswerable  argument  of  the  human 
heart  for  the  existence  of  Purgatory.  Why  pray  for 
the  deceased  if  there  be  no  Purgatoiy?  If  the  dead 
be  in  Pleaven  they  need  no  prayers;  if  they  be  in  Hell, 
prayer  will  do  them  no  good.  Yet  an  undertaker  re 
cently  told  the  writer  that  a  funeral  without  prayer 
over  the  remains  from  a  preacher  or  someone  is  of 
very  rare  occurrence.  It  is  a  case  of  actions  speaking 
louder  than  words,  of  an  irresistible  belief  in  Purga¬ 
tory  despite  avowal  to  the  contrary.  In  the  revealed 
religion  of  the  Old  Law,  prayer  for  the  dead  was  prac¬ 
ticed.  If  it  was  wrong,  why  did  not  Christ  censure 
the  Jews  for  it?  The  notable  example  from  the  second 
book  of  Machabees  would  end  all  dispute  if  Protest¬ 
ants  did  not  reject  this  book  as  apocryphal.  Whilst 
they  are  not  consistent  in  so  doing,  we  shall  not  argue 
that  point  now,  since  the  historical  authority  of  the 
book  is  unimpeachable.  Then  it  narrates  facts.  Well, 
here  is  a  fact  which  it  narrates:  ‘Mudas  Machabeus 
....sent  twelve  thousand  drachmas  of  silver  to  Jeru¬ 
salem  for  sacriiice  to  be  offered  for  the  sins  of  the 
dead,  thinking  well  and  religiously  concerning  the 
Resurrection ....  It  is  therefore  a  holy  and  wholesome 
thought  to  pray  for  the  dead  that  they  maj^  be  loosed 
from  sin.”  2  Mach.  XII,  43,  Jb.  The  Jews,  who  were 
God’s  chosen  people,  therefore  prayed  for  the  dead 
and  believed  that  these  might  be  loosed  from  sin  in 
the  other  world — a  twofold  argument  for  Purgatory. 
Jews  today  pray  for  the  dead. 

3.  I  said  that  Justice  would  seem  to  demand 
Purgatory.  And  in  the  first  place  you  have  a  very 
poor  conception  of  God’s  sanctit}^  if  you  imagine  that 
He  does  not  punish  small  faults  at  all.  God  cannot 
be  indifferent  towards  sin;  and  if  He  punishes  small 
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faults  there  must  be  a  Purgatory,  for  He  surely  does 
not  punish  them  eternally  in  Hell. 

Human  justice  must  conform  to  the  divine  justice, 
yet  human  justice  would  never  think  of  dealing  with 
all  delinquents  alike;  it  has  seen  the  necessity  of  hav¬ 
ing  both  a  penitentiary  and  a  jail, — the  former  for  the 
punishment  of  great  criminals,  and  the  latter  for  the 
punishment  of  the  less  guilty.  What  if  two  men  should 
be  arrested  in  vour  town  todav — the  one  for  murder 

«/  e/ 

and  the  other  for  petty  theft.  Both  are  convicted  and 
sent  to  penitentiary  for  life.  Why  the  people  would 
rise  up  and  ask,  ^ Where  is  human  justice  going  to? 
It  is  x)iuiishing  petty  theft  the  same  as  murder!”  But 
those  who  reject  Purgatory  charge  God  with  just  such 
injustice. 

4.  If  unprejudiced  reason  were  to  pass  judgment 
on  this  matter,  it  would  certainly  divide  mankind  into 
three  groups,  the  first  of  which  would  embrace  the 
saintly  few,  who  seem  to  be  almost  out  of  place  here 
belov',  whose  only  concern  is  to  serve  God ;  they  might 
come  into  immediate  possession  of  Heaven  after  they 
die.  A  second  group  would  comprise  the  class  whose 
lives  are  in  direct  contrast  to  the  former — men  without 
a  spark  of  love  for  God,  men  who  hate  religion  and 
all  that  it  enjoins,  the  impure,  the  dishonest,  men  with 
whom  we  would  not  want  our  relatives  to  associate, 
men  such  as  our  penitentiaries  are  filled  with.  Since 
Heaven  is  a  REWARD  it  is  surely  not  for  this  group, 
unless  after  earnest  repentance.  The  third  group 
would  be  made  up  of  those  who  belong  to  neither  of 
the  other  two,  and  would  therefore  probably  contain 
the  largest  number.  A'ov^  where  are  they  to  go  im¬ 
mediately  after  death?  Were  you  to  expire  suddenly 
would  vou  be  so  free  from  the  slightest  sin  that  vou 

t/*  vX'  t/ 
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would  deserve  the  immediate  vision  of  God  and  the 
holy  company  of  His  angels?  Yet  you  hardly  believe 
that  you  deserve  eternal  Hell.  Whither  would  you 
expect  to  go  then?  Reason  favors  the  Catholic  teach¬ 
ing,  that  your  soul  would  go  to  Purgatory  for  purifica¬ 
tion  before  being  admitted  into  the  presence  of  Him 
^Whose  eyes  are  too  pure  to  look  upon  iniquity.^^ 
Revel.  XXI,  27. 

5.  We  have  seen  that  the  souls  of  the  dead  in 
Purgatory  can  be  assisted  by  the  prayers  of  the  living. 
How  consolatory !  Cruel  is  the  teaching  that  the 
bonds  of  love  and  friendship  are  completely  broken  at 
death.  And  Christ-like  is  the  doctrine  that  children 
who  did  not  or  could  not  reciprocate  their  parents^ 
love  during  life  mav  do  so  after  the  latter  have  ‘^fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  Living  God”  through  death. 
Husband  can  still  love  and  help  wife,  and  wife  hus¬ 
band ;  parents  can  implore  God’s  mercy  for  children, 
and  children  for  parents.  The  soul  does  not  change 
at  death,  it  does  not  get  beyond  the  reach  of  Almighty 
God;  and  why  should  not  prayer  reach  it  when  sepa¬ 
rated  from  friends  by  tlie  grave  as  well  as  when  sepa¬ 
rated  from  friends  by  oceans  here  on  earth?  Said 
a  little  girl :  “I  am  now  a  Protestant,  but  when  I  grow 
to  be  mav  own  boss  I  shall  become  a  Catholic  because 

c 

T  want  to  beh)!ig  to  the  religion  which  teaches  that  I 

can  pray  for  my  dear  dead  mother.” 

The  Protestant  contention  that  Christ’s  merits 
so  cover  up  the  believer’s  sins  that  they  are  not  im¬ 
puted  to  him,  and  that  therefore  even  if  only  exter¬ 
nally  acquitted  hie  cannot  be  punished,  wull  not  stand 
against  fifteen  centuries  of  uninterrupted  belief  in  a 
Purgatory  bv  the  Avhole  Christian  wmrld.  I  do  not 
comprehend  how^  their  contention  can  be  admitted 


PURGATORY  IN  THE  LIGHT  OF  REASON. 


7 


against  some  very  plain  declarations  of  Scripture, 
e.  g. :  I  should  have  all  faith  so  that  I  could  remove 

mountains,  and  have  not  charity  (love  of  God)  I  am 
nothing.  And  if  I  should  distribute  all  my  goods  to 
feed  the  poor,  and  if  I  should  deliver  my  body  to  be 
burned,  and  have  not  charity,  it  profiteth  me  nothing,’’ 
1  Cor.  XIIT,  2,  3.  Read  the  whole  second  chapter  of 
the  epistle  of  St.  James.  This  book,  like  the  book  of 
Machabees,  was  for  a  time  arbitrarily  rejected  by  Prot¬ 
estants  because  it  was  too  plain  against  them. 

The  Catholic  Church  teaches  with  Protestantism 
that  the  merits  of  Christ  are  more  than  ample  to  atone 
for  the  sins  of  all  men,  but  she  contends  with  Scripture 
that  the  merits  of  Christ  will  benefit  only  him  who  co¬ 
operates  with  God’s  graces.  “Not  every  one  that  saith 
Lord,  Lord,  shall  enter  into  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven, 
but  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  My  Father,  AVho  is  in 
Heaven,  he  shall  enter  into  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.” 

Non-Catholic  witnesses  for  Purgatory  ar^e  numer¬ 
ous,  but  we  shall  only  quote  a  few,  since  we  deem  it 
of  far  greater  importance  to  hear  from  witnesses  who 
can  speak  for  the  first  centuries  of  the  Christian  era. 

TERTULLIAN. 

(Second  Century.) 

“She  prays  for  the  soul  of  her  husband,  and  begs  a  re¬ 
freshment  for  him,  and  keeps  his  anniversary”  (L.  de  Monoq. 
c.  X).  And  again:  “No  man  will  doubt  but  that  the  soul 
doth  recompense  something  in  the  places  below”  (Lib.  de 
Anima,  c.  58). 

CYPRIAN. 

(Third  Century.) 

“It  is  one  thing  to  be  cast  into  prison,  and  not  to  go  out 
thence  until  he  pay  the  last  farthing;  another  presently  to 
receive  the  reward  of  faith;  one  thing  to  be  afflicted  with 
pains  for  sins  to  be  expiated,  and  purged  long  with  fire;  an- 
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other  to  have  purged  all  sins  Dy  suffering”  (Epis.  52  ad 
An  tone). 

CYRIL  OF  JERUSALEM. 

(Fourth  Century;) 

“We  beseech  God  for  all  those  who  have  died  before  us, 
believing  the  observation  of  that  holy  and  dreadful  sacrifice, 
which  is  put  on  the  altar,  to  be  the  greater  help  of  the  souls 
for  which  it  is  offered”  (Catec.  Mystsgog.  5). 

AMBROSE. 

(Fourth  Century.) 

“The  Apostle  said:  ‘He  shall  be  saved,  yet  so  as  by 
fire,’  in  order  that  his  salvation  be  not  understood  to  be  with¬ 
out  pain.  He  shows  that  he  shall  be  saved  indeed,  but  that 
he  shall  undergo  the  pain  of  fire,  and  be  thus  purified;  not 
like  the  unbelieving  and  wicked  man  who  shall  be  punished 
in  everlasting  fire”  (Comment  in  Ep.  ad  Cor.). 

EPIPHANIUS. 

(Fifth  Century.) 

“There  is  nothing  more  opportune,  nothing  more  to  be 
admired,  than  the  rite  Vv^hich  directs  the  names  of  the  dead 
to  be  mentioned.  They  are  aided  by  the  prayer  that  is 
offered  for  them,  though  it  may  not  cancel  all  their  faults” 
(Haer.  55). 

W.  MALLOCK. 

(In  “Is  Life  Worth  Living”  Chap.  XL) 

“As  to  this  doctrine  of  Purgatory — which  has  so  long 
been  a  stumbling  block  to  the  whole  Protestant  world — time 
goes  on,  and  the  view  men  take  of  it  is  changing.  It  is  be¬ 
coming  fast  recognized  on  all  sides  that  it  is  the  only  doc¬ 
trine  that  can  bring  a  belief  in  future  rewards  and  punish¬ 
ments  into  anything  like  accordance  with  our  notions  of 
what  is  just  and  reasonable.  So  far  from  its  being  a  super¬ 
fluous  superstition,  it  is  seen  to  be  just  what  is  demanded 
at  once  by  reason  and  morality,  and  a  belief  in  it  to  be  not 
only  an  intellectual  assent,  but  a  partial  harmonizing  of  the 
whole  moral  ideal.” 

THORNDIKE. 

(Eminent  Protestant  Writer.) 

“The  practice  of  the  Church  in  interceding  for  them  (the 
dead)  *  *  *  is  so  general,  and  so  ancient,  that  it  cannot 

be  thought  to  have  come  in  upon  imposture”  (Just  Weights 
and  Measures,  c.  16-). 


